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Morocco Jan Term changes destination to Bali

Potential dangers from ISIS and spread of Ebola raise safety concerns
by James Scolamieri
Copy Editor
A group of students planning to travel
for January Term are now guaranteed
that they will be safe from hemorrhaging
blood infections and radical Islam.
Last Monday, the school announced
that January Term 171, the travel course
to Spain and Morocco, would be canceled.
The Saint Mary’s College Risk Assessment Committee was responsible for this
curriculum change.
This committee is composed up of
Saint Mary’s faculty who are in charge
of planning excursions abroad and other
professionals who have expertise in
evaluating health and safety risks abroad.
They are responsible for assessing safety
risks to Saint Mary’s students and faculty
as well as taking into consideration the
College’s financial investments. In this
case, students, faculty, and money were
all invested in a trip to Spain and Moroc-

Countries with reported Ebola cases
Countries with ISIS-dominated territory
Morocco and Western Sahara (Sources: CNN)

co. Several conditions indeed threatened
the safety of those participating in the
travel course.
Morocco is a predominantly Islamic
nation on the northwest coast of Africa
which sits directly south of Spain and
borders both the Mediterranean Sea and
Atlantic Ocean.
According to a report made available
to the Risk Assessment Committee,
members of the militant extremist group
ISIS are currently returning to Morocco

from the Middle East, and they might
target Americans travelling in the country. Furthermore, Morocco is also not far
from the Ebola outbreak in Sierra Leone,
Liberia, and Guinea, where the virus is
still spreading and claiming lives.
But while these conditions might not
unanimously warrant the cancellation
of a class, the possible trajectories of
the development of these world affairs
are really what explains the decision to
cancel the trip.
The class is still a full two months away,
and there is no telling how the political
climate or prevalence of Ebola might
change over the course of those two
months. Both of these situations have
a chance of becoming drastically more
threatening to travelers in Morocco.
Cancelling the trip may have been the
prudent decision, but it raises concerns
of the committee’s reasoning to wait
to make the announcement until after
see JANTERM, page 3

Salinas immersion trip gives
students a hard look at migrant life
Mission and Ministry
places students in the
homes of workers to
foster understanding

“This immersion was
such an eye-opener.
It provided for me
a deeper sense of
social injustice.”
limited.” This, of course, is only one aspect
of the trip. The group of students also paid
a visit to Alba Farms, a non-profit organi-

NEWS
Beyond the Bubble
Nurses to Strike Against Lack
of Precautions Against Ebola;
Science Project Casualties from
Antares Explosion. PAGE 2

“Rethink pink“ luncheon
Breast cancer awareness luncheon
provides forum for students, faculty,
and alumni to share personal
experiences with breast cancer. PAGE 3
Opinion

Gaels Answer…
In a new feature, we ask Gaels on
campus their opinions on a shared
topic. This week, we ask what students
think of the Recreation Center. PAGE 4
CEO of APPLE comes out in an
article on Businessweek
Tim Cook has officially become the
first openly gay chief executive of a
Fortune 500 company. PAGE 5

by Elizabeth Magno
Contributing Writer
Salinas, Calif. is frequently associated
with agriculture and farming. When you
drive through the town, you see multiple
fields used for the production of various
foods. It’s hard to believe that roughly
90 percent of America’s produce comes
from this small yet very productive area
of California. During the midterm break,
Saint Mary’s Mission and Ministry Center
sponsored “The Human Cost of Food,” a
Salinas immersion trip. A group of students traveled to the town not only to assist various migrant workers and families,
but also to gain a deeper understanding of
the issues that the Salinas Valley and labor
farming face.
Students who participated in this immersion trip were given the opportunity to
experience the life of migrant workers and
their families. They were split up, placed
with individual families, and given $12.50.
The students then used this money to shop
for food that would be used to prepare a
meal for their assigned family. Jacquie
Martin, a senior who attended the trip,
said, “It’s a lot more difficult to find supplies on this budget, and the options are
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Culture

tips on how to work out while
managing a busy college life
Leading a healthy life while balancing a
college workload can be tricky, so check
out these life hacks for help. PAGE 6
sports

Students work in a field in the Salinas Valley south of San Francisco Bay during their midterm
break to experience hardwork that goes into food production. (Courtesy of Emily Redfern)

zation that provides class instruction on
organic farming. This organization owns
acres of land that are leased to various farm
workers who are trying to start their own
business. The farmers begin by paying a
subsidized rate that gradually increases
to a normal rate. Agreeing with Martin,
Suzanne Denson, a junior, emphasized the
fact that this program “allows an outlet for
migrant farmers. It helps people become
more successful, even if it takes time.”
According to Felicia Good, a first-year
participant, the experiences and lessons

learned were not only empowering and
inspirational, but also heart-breaking.
Good explained,“This immersion was
such an eye-opener. It provided for me a
deeper sense of social injustice.” The students saw from first-hand experience the
living conditions of migrant workers and
families when they visited a migrant camp
in Gonzales, Calif. Good reiterated the eyeopening feeling when she described the
present conditions of the migrant camp.
“There was a lack of proper ownership
see SALINAS, page 2

WOMEN’S Soccer
With one loss and one tie last week, the
team focuses on honoring graduating
players at Senior Day. PAGE 8
MEN’S Soccer
Gaels lose with a last minute
penalty kick by University of
San Francisco, drop to 1-2-0 in
WCC conference play. PAGE 7
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

Science Project Casualties
from Antares Explosion
Although the unmanned Antares rocket launched by NASA
exploded and there were no
human casualties or injuries,
the worms from an Oakland
school’s science project were
not so lucky. Sixth graders from
the Urban Promise Academy
in Oakland had a winning science proposal that was to see
if worms, in this case red tube
worms known as Eisenia fetida,
could compost food waste into
soil while in space. This was
the first proposal from Oakland accepted by the National
Center for Earth and Science
Education's Space Flight Student Experiments Program
and was among 18 other school
projects that were destroyed in
the explosion. The 18 selected
schools were the final winners
out of 1,487 submissions and
came from schools throughout
the country. The schools have already been contacted, informing
the students that another launch
is in the works.
Teletubby Breaks into House
and Steals Leftover Chinese
Food
Dressed as the yellow Teletubby Laa-Laa from the children’s TV show, Terez Owens
broke into a friend’s apartment
and caused around 500 dollars
worth of damage to the property. Owens, a student at Lehigh
University, damaged the door

to the apartment as he broke in
and proceeded to raid the refrigerator. He stole leftover Chinese
food while spilling it around
as he stuffed it into a purse he
had brought with him. Initially,
charges were not filed but once
the landlord got involved, legal
processes began. Twenty-yearold Owens is to receive a notice
from Judge Nancy Matos. At this
point, he may be facing charges
of criminal mischief and disorderly conduct, among other
possible charges.
Armored Truck Spills Money,
and Drivers Scramble for it
A malfunction on one of
the doors of an armored truck
caused a bag of money to spill
out on an interstate freeway in
Maryland on Friday morning.
The door lock released for an
unknown reason, and the bag
fell out, scattering money across
the highway. After realizing the
problem, the driver of the truck
pulled over to try to recover the
money when he saw that numerous drivers had also pulled over
to try collecting the money for
themselves. Shortly after, a fire
department official arrived on
the scene, and the drivers fled
quickly. The Maryland state
police, assisted by a K-9 team,
recovered about 200 dollars.
Authorities encourage those
drivers to return the money
that they took to the police barracks. They also emphasize that
those people who do not return

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

the cash could face charges of
theft if the police discover their
identities.
Thousands Gather to Protest
Redskins Team Name
The Washington Redskins
have been at the forefront of
the issue of racist professional
sports team names for some
time, and the protests continued as thousands gathered
outside TCF Bank Stadium in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. This
is the second of such protests at
the stadium, the first being in
1992 when the Redskins played
the Buffalo Bills in Super Bowl
XXVI. After the more recent
protest, the National Coalition
Against Racism in Sports and
Media held a panel discussion
in St. Paul, Minnesota. At the
discussion, they talked about
the gradual movement of many
different schools and colleges to
change their names and mascots.
According to a recent ESPN poll,
however, 71 percent of Americans think the team should still
keep their name, but that percentage has been on the decline.
Shuddle: A Transportation
Service for Kids
Similar to Uber or Lyft, a
new service has been launched
in the Bay Area: Shuddle. This
new transportation is similar
to other alternative transportation services, but it is structured
particularly for parents and kids.
Parents set up a scheduled trans-

portation time via the Shuddle
app up to a week in advance.
After the appointment is made,
the child and driver will both
be given passwords so that they
know if they are getting into the
right car. To help ensure safety,
parents can track the trip via
GPS and receive alerts to know
when the child is dropped off at
the location. The idea is to help
families with transportation
when they need to be in “two
places at once.” The service is
$9 per month, plus the cost for
the trip, and has over 100 drivers
serving it in the Bay Area.
Nurses to Strike Against Lack
of Precautions Against Ebola
On Nov. 12, nurses plan to
strike against what they consider a lack of protection and
precaution against Ebola. The
nurses, from National Nurses
United and Kaiser, intend on
holding a two-day strike over issues regarding safety and training for nurses. Because of the
sudden outbreak, the nurses are
demanding hospitals to provide
better training and protective
equipment for taking care of
patients with Ebola. They state
that there are a lot of basic protections that could be handled
easily, but that hospitals are just
not providing them. The strike
is expected to include 18,000
nurses from around 21 different
Northern California medical
centers.

continued from page 1
specific coin that earned them
fresh vegetables and other produce.” After visiting the farmer’s
market, students were able to
contrast the living conditions and
opportunities among the three
different environments.
And the students were not
the only ones who experienced
a sense of realization. Nick van
Santen, Assistant Director of
Justice Education and Immersions at Saint Mary’s, pointed
out that “There is a deep sense

of human connectivity,” and he
continued to stress that,“This
immersion allowed students to
come in contact with a largely
invisible sector of the country.
We were able to see what hope
looked like coming out of a human cost. It’s important to fight
for other people who don’t have a
voice in society.” Similarly, Martin related that “Social justice
is not a choice. It’s an everyday
thing and it’s important to care
for those who are not heard.”

Denson agreed with Martin and
maintained that “This isn’t the
only perspective when it comes
to social justice. This issue simply
opens doors to other social justice
concerns.”
There are more opportunities
to participate in immersion trips
to come. The Blackfeet immersion program travels to Montana
and takes places in January, and
the “Border Lives” immersion in
Arizona and Mexico, will happen
in March.

Lot; referred to Community Life
and Facilities Services

referred to Facilities Services

Crime Beat
10/20/2014 8:30 a.m.
Incident: SMC Property Damage
Synopsis: Minor damage to a
Parking Sign in Assumption Lot;
referred to Facilities Services

smoke or scorching); referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/20/2014 10:32 a.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Issue with a student
in Oliver Hall; referred to Community Life

10/25/2014 2:20 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Unknown cause for
alarm in De La Salle Hall-no fire,
smoke or scorching; referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/23/2014 7:17 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Water Flow Alarmunknown cause (no smoke, fire or
scorching) in Ageno A East Wing;
referred to Community Life and
Facilities Services

10/26/2014 12:00 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set off
alarm in Ageno East (no fire,
smoke, or scorching); referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/24/2014 11:51 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt food set off
alarm in Aquinas Hall (no fire,

10/26/2014 8:11 p.m.
Incident: Vandalism
Synopsis: Parking Sign painted
over in Guerrieri West Parking
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SALINAS: midterm break spent learning about the human cost of food
and hospitality for the people,”
Good said. “Compared to Salinas,
resources were even more limited
here in this camp.” The students
were able to compare the living
conditions in Gonzales with not
only Salinas, but also Watsonville, a farming city in Santa Cruz
County. Daniel Dodge, a Watsonville politician, took the time
to escort the students to a Watsonville farmer’s market. Martin
observed,“If people qualified for
a food stamp, they were given a

Tuesday, November 4, 2014

10/26/2014 8:03 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Motion sensor set
off alarm in Barnes & Noble
Bookstore-area found to be secure; referred to Bookstore and
Facilities Services
10/27/2014 11:58 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set off
alarm in Guerrieri West-no fire,
smoke, or scorching; referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services
10/28/2014 1:14 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Motion Sensor activation in Rheem Center Art
Storage-area found to be secure;

10/30/2014 11:48 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Smoke Detector activation in warehouse-unknown
cause (no fire, smoke, or scorching); referred to Facilities Services
10/30/2014 12:56 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Broken window at
SMC-unknown cause; referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services
10/30/2014 10:55 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Alcohol Consumption
under age 21 in McKeon Pavilion;
referred to Community Life

Students and faculty challenged to “Rethink Pink”

Student facilitators and WRC host a breast cancer awareness luncheon
by Sofia Jeremias
Assistant News Editor
On Weds., Oct. 29, Saint
Mary’s College students, faculty, and alumni gathered to
“Rethink Pink” and talk about
what it means to support the
fight against breast cancer in
a meaningful way. The event
was facilitated by Saint Mary’s
students Prianka Chaudhri and
Kristen Nakano and sponsored
by the Wowen’s Resource Center,
the Health and Wellness Center,
Public Safety, and Alumni Relations.
The event began with a brief
welcoming by Sharon Sobotta,
director of the Women’s Resource Center, who presented
the student facilitators with certificates of appreciation. Shortly
thereafter, a representative from
the Cancer Support Community
spoke.
She explained that the organization is dedicated to helping
patients across the Bay Area
and that they treated over 2,000
people this year. Based in Walnut Creek, the Cancer Support
Community is the only branch
located in Northern California.
All patient services are offered
free of charge. The proceeds from
the raffle that took place at the
“Rethink Pink” luncheon were
all donated to the Cancer Support
Community.
Chaudhri and Nakano spoke
next. They explained what it
meant to “rethink pink” and
make conscientious decisions
about which products and organizations to support. They
told everyone to ask themselves
three basic questions before
purchasing items that tout the
pink breast cancer awareness
ribbon: “Why am I buying this?,
Does this represent something I
care about? and Would I buy this
if it didn’t have a pink ribbon?”
While many companies claim

Campus
Calendar
Violence & Vixens in Video
Games & Comic Books
Tuesday, November 4
5-7 p.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact Intercultural Center
(925) 631-8545
ANDREA SOSA speaks on her hardships and experiences surviving stage 4 breast cancer at the “Rethink Pink Luncehon.“ Sosa is a Saint Mary’s
alum who graduated from the College in 1998, and has been involved in creating a supportive community for alumni. (Olivia Meme/COLLEGIAN)

that the products they are selling benefit patients with breast
cancer, the percentage of the
profit actually donated can often
be minute. Chaudhri and Nakano
said, “rather than boycotting
companies, put a little pressure
on them to be more socially responsible.”
After the student facilitators
spoke, lunch was served. At each
table a “conversation starter”
asked attendees to consider “how
[their] life or the life of a loved
one [has] been affected by breast
cancer.” Following lunch, Saint
Mary’s College alumni took the
podium and told the audience
about their experiences dealing
with breast cancer.
Chris Kreuslich recalled the
difficulties he faced when he lost
his mother to breast cancer at the
age of 16. Andrea Sosa, the featured speaker at the event, told
the heartbreaking but inspiring
story of surviving her diagnosis of
stage 4 breast cancer. When Sosa
was diagnosed with breast cancer

at 37, she was in a state of disbelief. Her mother had been diagnosed with and treated for breast
cancer during her own time at
Saint Mary’s, and although Sosa
had been aware of the possibility
of one day having it herself, she
never expected that she would

Throughout her
struggle with breast
cancer, Sosa stayed
active and became an
important voice in the
cancer community.
be diagnosed so early in life. She
explained that she “was aware of
the possibility, but not now.” Sosa
remembered that she “was scared
and didn’t know what was going
to happen.” Amidst the feelings
of fear, anger, and helplessness,
Sosa found strength in the support of the Saint Mary’s community. When she was diagnosed
with cancer, she “reached out for

a support group, and I reached
out to Saint Mary’s.”
After finding support within
the Saint Mary’s alumni community, Sosa went on to reach out to
the Cancer Support Community,
and started a weekly blog called
heysosateamsosa.blogspot.com,
where she documented her experiences living with breast cancer.
The blog now has over 10,000
views. She will soon be finishing
a 5k run, and on Monday, Nov. 3,
Sosa returned to work after eight
months. Sosa said, “My cancer
has become my journey.” She
is “very aware that I am fighting every day to stay alive.” She
encourages women to get tested
frequently because “one in eight
women will be diagnosed with
some kind of breast cancer.”
Ultimately, Sosa’s story is one
of perseverance and discovery of
personal strength. Throughout
her struggle with stage 4 breast
cancer, Sosa stayed active and
became an important voice in the
cancer community.

JANTERM: students gather to vote on new location and choose Bali
continued from page 1
registration when the class was
filled up.
In an interview, Biology Department Chair and the Morocco and Spain travel course
instructor Carla Bossard explained that it was coincidental
that the College’s Risk Assessment Committee decided to
cancel the course after it was
fully enrolled.
The information that caused
the committee to cancel the
class, namely concerns about
the Ebola pandemic worsening
and the ISIS fighters returning
to Morocco, came to light about
a week after registration was occurring, leaving little if any time
to assess and cancel the course
before students registered. And
after registration, the Committee was left with two bleak alternatives. They could either cancel
the course just after registration
and allow Dr. Bossard to plan a
new travel course, or wait until
December to see if the conditions had improved or worsened
and then make the decision.

Waiting to cancel the course
would mean that all the accommodations and activities would
have been paid for. Waiting to
decide if the threats are still
present when 2015 rolls around
might leave the class, all of
whom wanted to travel, on campus with no travel aspect. And of
course, the College would have
to refund the students for the expensive travel course for which
they already paid. It was clear to
the Risk Assessment Committee
that cancellation with hope of
finding an alternative destination was the better option for
both students and the school.
It came to Carla Bossard to
figure out a new destination for
the trip. Bossard first heard that
the Risk Assessment Committee
was considering intervening
about a week after the registration for the Jan Term travel
courses occurred.
“I felt very much in a quandary,” says Bossard, “I really
want to deliver a good Jan Term
to my students, and yet I don’t

want my students to be in an
unsafe situation…I was asked by
the Risk Assessment Committee
to talk to my class and to look
at alternatives and that’s what
we did.” Bossard picked four
alternative destinations for the
class: Sri Lanka, New Zealand,
Ecuador, and Bali. However,
both Sri Lanka and New Zealand
proved to be problematic for
various reasons, so eventually,
the class voted between Bali and
Ecuador. Bali won, and although
some of the students were upset
about not getting to go to their
preferred destination, none of
them have dropped the class.
According to Bossard, most of
them are still excited to travel to
another part of the world.
The original Jan Term 171
class was focused on cultural
photography. Luckily for them,
Bali is renown for the amount of
cultural material available for
visitors to photograph. In addition, another Jan Term travel
course taught by Ken Worthy
will also be travelling to Bali.

This allows the two instructors
to coordinate certain activities
together, both simplifying the
task of planning a new course
and allowing the professors,
who have both travelled to Bali
before, to share contacts and
ideas about how to create a new
travel course.
Many of the cultural performances will be attended by both
classes, and Bossard’s class will
do many of the same activities as
Worthy’s class. Some of these activities require a smaller group
to get the best experience, so
students can expect to do some
of the same activities on different days.
Although some students were
unhappy about being unable to
travel to Morocco and Spain,
they are guaranteed a travel
course for Jan Term in the idyllic
surroundings of the Hindu Indonesian isle instead of a month in
a classroom in Moraga, let alone
being placed at the forefront of
Islamist fighters or deadly infectious diseases.

Demistifying the Face of
Poverty
Tuesday, November 4
6-8 p.m.
Soda Center, Claeys Lounge
Contact Marisa Soto
mss11@stmarys-ca.edu
One Planet Film Festival
Tuesday, November 4
6:30 p.m.
Galileo Hall 201
Contact Kenneth Worthy
kaw9@stmarys-ca.edu
Life After the MFA Panel
Wednesday, November 5
2:30-3:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall
Contact Sara Mumolo
sm13@stmarys-ca.edu
Latin American Film Festival
Wednesday, November 5
6 p.m.
De La Salle Hall
Contact Maria Luisa Ruiz
mlruiz@stmarys-ca.edu
Safe Zone 1
Thursday, November 6
5-7 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Travis S. Becker
(925) 631-8358
SMC Sundance Presents Love,
Concord
Thursday, November 6
7 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Paul Ebenkamp
pe1@stmarys-ca.edu
Culture, Class & Care: Ageism
in the 21st Century
Tuesday, November 11
5-7 p.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact Mary McCall
mmccall@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

Science Project Casualties
from Antares Explosion
Although the unmanned Antares rocket launched by NASA
exploded and there were no
human casualties or injuries,
the worms from an Oakland
school’s science project were
not so lucky. Sixth graders from
the Urban Promise Academy
in Oakland had a winning science proposal that was to see
if worms, in this case red tube
worms known as Eisenia fetida,
could compost food waste into
soil while in space. This was
the first proposal from Oakland accepted by the National
Center for Earth and Science
Education's Space Flight Student Experiments Program
and was among 18 other school
projects that were destroyed in
the explosion. The 18 selected
schools were the final winners
out of 1,487 submissions and
came from schools throughout
the country. The schools have already been contacted, informing
the students that another launch
is in the works.
Teletubby Breaks into House
and Steals Leftover Chinese
Food
Dressed as the yellow Teletubby Laa-Laa from the children’s TV show, Terez Owens
broke into a friend’s apartment
and caused around 500 dollars
worth of damage to the property. Owens, a student at Lehigh
University, damaged the door

to the apartment as he broke in
and proceeded to raid the refrigerator. He stole leftover Chinese
food while spilling it around
as he stuffed it into a purse he
had brought with him. Initially,
charges were not filed but once
the landlord got involved, legal
processes began. Twenty-yearold Owens is to receive a notice
from Judge Nancy Matos. At this
point, he may be facing charges
of criminal mischief and disorderly conduct, among other
possible charges.
Armored Truck Spills Money,
and Drivers Scramble for it
A malfunction on one of
the doors of an armored truck
caused a bag of money to spill
out on an interstate freeway in
Maryland on Friday morning.
The door lock released for an
unknown reason, and the bag
fell out, scattering money across
the highway. After realizing the
problem, the driver of the truck
pulled over to try to recover the
money when he saw that numerous drivers had also pulled over
to try collecting the money for
themselves. Shortly after, a fire
department official arrived on
the scene, and the drivers fled
quickly. The Maryland state
police, assisted by a K-9 team,
recovered about 200 dollars.
Authorities encourage those
drivers to return the money
that they took to the police barracks. They also emphasize that
those people who do not return

Because there’s a whole
world out there…

the cash could face charges of
theft if the police discover their
identities.
Thousands Gather to Protest
Redskins Team Name
The Washington Redskins
have been at the forefront of
the issue of racist professional
sports team names for some
time, and the protests continued as thousands gathered
outside TCF Bank Stadium in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. This
is the second of such protests at
the stadium, the first being in
1992 when the Redskins played
the Buffalo Bills in Super Bowl
XXVI. After the more recent
protest, the National Coalition
Against Racism in Sports and
Media held a panel discussion
in St. Paul, Minnesota. At the
discussion, they talked about
the gradual movement of many
different schools and colleges to
change their names and mascots.
According to a recent ESPN poll,
however, 71 percent of Americans think the team should still
keep their name, but that percentage has been on the decline.
Shuddle: A Transportation
Service for Kids
Similar to Uber or Lyft, a
new service has been launched
in the Bay Area: Shuddle. This
new transportation is similar
to other alternative transportation services, but it is structured
particularly for parents and kids.
Parents set up a scheduled trans-

portation time via the Shuddle
app up to a week in advance.
After the appointment is made,
the child and driver will both
be given passwords so that they
know if they are getting into the
right car. To help ensure safety,
parents can track the trip via
GPS and receive alerts to know
when the child is dropped off at
the location. The idea is to help
families with transportation
when they need to be in “two
places at once.” The service is
$9 per month, plus the cost for
the trip, and has over 100 drivers
serving it in the Bay Area.
Nurses to Strike Against Lack
of Precautions Against Ebola
On Nov. 12, nurses plan to
strike against what they consider a lack of protection and
precaution against Ebola. The
nurses, from National Nurses
United and Kaiser, intend on
holding a two-day strike over issues regarding safety and training for nurses. Because of the
sudden outbreak, the nurses are
demanding hospitals to provide
better training and protective
equipment for taking care of
patients with Ebola. They state
that there are a lot of basic protections that could be handled
easily, but that hospitals are just
not providing them. The strike
is expected to include 18,000
nurses from around 21 different
Northern California medical
centers.

continued from page 1
specific coin that earned them
fresh vegetables and other produce.” After visiting the farmer’s
market, students were able to
contrast the living conditions and
opportunities among the three
different environments.
And the students were not
the only ones who experienced
a sense of realization. Nick van
Santen, Assistant Director of
Justice Education and Immersions at Saint Mary’s, pointed
out that “There is a deep sense

of human connectivity,” and he
continued to stress that,“This
immersion allowed students to
come in contact with a largely
invisible sector of the country.
We were able to see what hope
looked like coming out of a human cost. It’s important to fight
for other people who don’t have a
voice in society.” Similarly, Martin related that “Social justice
is not a choice. It’s an everyday
thing and it’s important to care
for those who are not heard.”

Denson agreed with Martin and
maintained that “This isn’t the
only perspective when it comes
to social justice. This issue simply
opens doors to other social justice
concerns.”
There are more opportunities
to participate in immersion trips
to come. The Blackfeet immersion program travels to Montana
and takes places in January, and
the “Border Lives” immersion in
Arizona and Mexico, will happen
in March.

Lot; referred to Community Life
and Facilities Services

referred to Facilities Services

Crime Beat
10/20/2014 8:30 a.m.
Incident: SMC Property Damage
Synopsis: Minor damage to a
Parking Sign in Assumption Lot;
referred to Facilities Services

smoke or scorching); referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/20/2014 10:32 a.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Issue with a student
in Oliver Hall; referred to Community Life

10/25/2014 2:20 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Unknown cause for
alarm in De La Salle Hall-no fire,
smoke or scorching; referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/23/2014 7:17 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Water Flow Alarmunknown cause (no smoke, fire or
scorching) in Ageno A East Wing;
referred to Community Life and
Facilities Services

10/26/2014 12:00 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set off
alarm in Ageno East (no fire,
smoke, or scorching); referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services

10/24/2014 11:51 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt food set off
alarm in Aquinas Hall (no fire,

10/26/2014 8:11 p.m.
Incident: Vandalism
Synopsis: Parking Sign painted
over in Guerrieri West Parking
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SALINAS: midterm break spent learning about the human cost of food
and hospitality for the people,”
Good said. “Compared to Salinas,
resources were even more limited
here in this camp.” The students
were able to compare the living
conditions in Gonzales with not
only Salinas, but also Watsonville, a farming city in Santa Cruz
County. Daniel Dodge, a Watsonville politician, took the time
to escort the students to a Watsonville farmer’s market. Martin
observed,“If people qualified for
a food stamp, they were given a

Tuesday, November 4, 2014

10/26/2014 8:03 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Motion sensor set
off alarm in Barnes & Noble
Bookstore-area found to be secure; referred to Bookstore and
Facilities Services
10/27/2014 11:58 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set off
alarm in Guerrieri West-no fire,
smoke, or scorching; referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services
10/28/2014 1:14 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Motion Sensor activation in Rheem Center Art
Storage-area found to be secure;

10/30/2014 11:48 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Smoke Detector activation in warehouse-unknown
cause (no fire, smoke, or scorching); referred to Facilities Services
10/30/2014 12:56 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Broken window at
SMC-unknown cause; referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services
10/30/2014 10:55 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Alcohol Consumption
under age 21 in McKeon Pavilion;
referred to Community Life

Students and faculty challenged to “Rethink Pink”

Student facilitators and WRC host a breast cancer awareness luncheon
by Sofia Jeremias
Assistant News Editor
On Weds., Oct. 29, Saint
Mary’s College students, faculty, and alumni gathered to
“Rethink Pink” and talk about
what it means to support the
fight against breast cancer in
a meaningful way. The event
was facilitated by Saint Mary’s
students Prianka Chaudhri and
Kristen Nakano and sponsored
by the Wowen’s Resource Center,
the Health and Wellness Center,
Public Safety, and Alumni Relations.
The event began with a brief
welcoming by Sharon Sobotta,
director of the Women’s Resource Center, who presented
the student facilitators with certificates of appreciation. Shortly
thereafter, a representative from
the Cancer Support Community
spoke.
She explained that the organization is dedicated to helping
patients across the Bay Area
and that they treated over 2,000
people this year. Based in Walnut Creek, the Cancer Support
Community is the only branch
located in Northern California.
All patient services are offered
free of charge. The proceeds from
the raffle that took place at the
“Rethink Pink” luncheon were
all donated to the Cancer Support
Community.
Chaudhri and Nakano spoke
next. They explained what it
meant to “rethink pink” and
make conscientious decisions
about which products and organizations to support. They
told everyone to ask themselves
three basic questions before
purchasing items that tout the
pink breast cancer awareness
ribbon: “Why am I buying this?,
Does this represent something I
care about? and Would I buy this
if it didn’t have a pink ribbon?”
While many companies claim

Campus
Calendar
Violence & Vixens in Video
Games & Comic Books
Tuesday, November 4
5-7 p.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact Intercultural Center
(925) 631-8545
ANDREA SOSA speaks on her hardships and experiences surviving stage 4 breast cancer at the “Rethink Pink Luncehon.“ Sosa is a Saint Mary’s
alum who graduated from the College in 1998, and has been involved in creating a supportive community for alumni. (Olivia Meme/COLLEGIAN)

that the products they are selling benefit patients with breast
cancer, the percentage of the
profit actually donated can often
be minute. Chaudhri and Nakano
said, “rather than boycotting
companies, put a little pressure
on them to be more socially responsible.”
After the student facilitators
spoke, lunch was served. At each
table a “conversation starter”
asked attendees to consider “how
[their] life or the life of a loved
one [has] been affected by breast
cancer.” Following lunch, Saint
Mary’s College alumni took the
podium and told the audience
about their experiences dealing
with breast cancer.
Chris Kreuslich recalled the
difficulties he faced when he lost
his mother to breast cancer at the
age of 16. Andrea Sosa, the featured speaker at the event, told
the heartbreaking but inspiring
story of surviving her diagnosis of
stage 4 breast cancer. When Sosa
was diagnosed with breast cancer

at 37, she was in a state of disbelief. Her mother had been diagnosed with and treated for breast
cancer during her own time at
Saint Mary’s, and although Sosa
had been aware of the possibility
of one day having it herself, she
never expected that she would

Throughout her
struggle with breast
cancer, Sosa stayed
active and became an
important voice in the
cancer community.
be diagnosed so early in life. She
explained that she “was aware of
the possibility, but not now.” Sosa
remembered that she “was scared
and didn’t know what was going
to happen.” Amidst the feelings
of fear, anger, and helplessness,
Sosa found strength in the support of the Saint Mary’s community. When she was diagnosed
with cancer, she “reached out for

a support group, and I reached
out to Saint Mary’s.”
After finding support within
the Saint Mary’s alumni community, Sosa went on to reach out to
the Cancer Support Community,
and started a weekly blog called
heysosateamsosa.blogspot.com,
where she documented her experiences living with breast cancer.
The blog now has over 10,000
views. She will soon be finishing
a 5k run, and on Monday, Nov. 3,
Sosa returned to work after eight
months. Sosa said, “My cancer
has become my journey.” She
is “very aware that I am fighting every day to stay alive.” She
encourages women to get tested
frequently because “one in eight
women will be diagnosed with
some kind of breast cancer.”
Ultimately, Sosa’s story is one
of perseverance and discovery of
personal strength. Throughout
her struggle with stage 4 breast
cancer, Sosa stayed active and
became an important voice in the
cancer community.

JANTERM: students gather to vote on new location and choose Bali
continued from page 1
registration when the class was
filled up.
In an interview, Biology Department Chair and the Morocco and Spain travel course
instructor Carla Bossard explained that it was coincidental
that the College’s Risk Assessment Committee decided to
cancel the course after it was
fully enrolled.
The information that caused
the committee to cancel the
class, namely concerns about
the Ebola pandemic worsening
and the ISIS fighters returning
to Morocco, came to light about
a week after registration was occurring, leaving little if any time
to assess and cancel the course
before students registered. And
after registration, the Committee was left with two bleak alternatives. They could either cancel
the course just after registration
and allow Dr. Bossard to plan a
new travel course, or wait until
December to see if the conditions had improved or worsened
and then make the decision.

Waiting to cancel the course
would mean that all the accommodations and activities would
have been paid for. Waiting to
decide if the threats are still
present when 2015 rolls around
might leave the class, all of
whom wanted to travel, on campus with no travel aspect. And of
course, the College would have
to refund the students for the expensive travel course for which
they already paid. It was clear to
the Risk Assessment Committee
that cancellation with hope of
finding an alternative destination was the better option for
both students and the school.
It came to Carla Bossard to
figure out a new destination for
the trip. Bossard first heard that
the Risk Assessment Committee
was considering intervening
about a week after the registration for the Jan Term travel
courses occurred.
“I felt very much in a quandary,” says Bossard, “I really
want to deliver a good Jan Term
to my students, and yet I don’t

want my students to be in an
unsafe situation…I was asked by
the Risk Assessment Committee
to talk to my class and to look
at alternatives and that’s what
we did.” Bossard picked four
alternative destinations for the
class: Sri Lanka, New Zealand,
Ecuador, and Bali. However,
both Sri Lanka and New Zealand
proved to be problematic for
various reasons, so eventually,
the class voted between Bali and
Ecuador. Bali won, and although
some of the students were upset
about not getting to go to their
preferred destination, none of
them have dropped the class.
According to Bossard, most of
them are still excited to travel to
another part of the world.
The original Jan Term 171
class was focused on cultural
photography. Luckily for them,
Bali is renown for the amount of
cultural material available for
visitors to photograph. In addition, another Jan Term travel
course taught by Ken Worthy
will also be travelling to Bali.

This allows the two instructors
to coordinate certain activities
together, both simplifying the
task of planning a new course
and allowing the professors,
who have both travelled to Bali
before, to share contacts and
ideas about how to create a new
travel course.
Many of the cultural performances will be attended by both
classes, and Bossard’s class will
do many of the same activities as
Worthy’s class. Some of these activities require a smaller group
to get the best experience, so
students can expect to do some
of the same activities on different days.
Although some students were
unhappy about being unable to
travel to Morocco and Spain,
they are guaranteed a travel
course for Jan Term in the idyllic
surroundings of the Hindu Indonesian isle instead of a month in
a classroom in Moraga, let alone
being placed at the forefront of
Islamist fighters or deadly infectious diseases.

Demistifying the Face of
Poverty
Tuesday, November 4
6-8 p.m.
Soda Center, Claeys Lounge
Contact Marisa Soto
mss11@stmarys-ca.edu
One Planet Film Festival
Tuesday, November 4
6:30 p.m.
Galileo Hall 201
Contact Kenneth Worthy
kaw9@stmarys-ca.edu
Life After the MFA Panel
Wednesday, November 5
2:30-3:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall
Contact Sara Mumolo
sm13@stmarys-ca.edu
Latin American Film Festival
Wednesday, November 5
6 p.m.
De La Salle Hall
Contact Maria Luisa Ruiz
mlruiz@stmarys-ca.edu
Safe Zone 1
Thursday, November 6
5-7 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Travis S. Becker
(925) 631-8358
SMC Sundance Presents Love,
Concord
Thursday, November 6
7 p.m.
Soda Activity Center
Contact Paul Ebenkamp
pe1@stmarys-ca.edu
Culture, Class & Care: Ageism
in the 21st Century
Tuesday, November 11
5-7 p.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact Mary McCall
mmccall@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.

4

THE COLLEGIAN •

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014

STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM

OPINION
Saint Mary’s plans to solve parking crisis with extra fees for students

The College should be focusing on fundraising for major changes rather than dipping into its students’ wallets
BY JUSTIN GOLD
STAFF WRITER

H

ave you heard the one about
the private school kids and
the parking lot? If not, I’ll save you
some time: it’s a very bad one, and
as you might have guessed, the
joke’s on the students and faculty
members of Saint Mary’s College.
Parking on campus is extremely
vexing. If someone were to compile a list of the most irritating
tasks, I’m certain that finding a
place to park would be a frontrunner for what annoys Saint Mary’s
students the most. Currently,
there are a total of 661 spots
available to commuters and an additional 1,000 spots for residents
where commuters may also park
during class hours, but we have a
total of between 2,700 and 2,800
students in need of parking spaces. These statistics help illustrate
how the agonizing hunt for parking spaces is an enormous thorn
in the side of commuters, visitors,
and residents of the College.
So what’s being done?
According to College plans,
Saint Mary’s has approved a parking structure that is slated to begin construction in the calendar
year 2016, and there are plans
to implement a parking fee on

campus after its completion. At
a glance, this seems like a pretty
good idea — add more space and
watch the complaints melt away;
things could always be worse,
right?
“I was at an institution where
I had to pay $98 a month for the
possibility of finding parking that
was not on central campus, and it
would have been $120 if I wanted
the possibility of finding a spot
on central campus,” stated Adan
Tejada, chief and director of Public Safety. Case closed. This new
structure will solve everyone’s
parking woes, right? Wrong.
Chief Tejada was not guaranteed a spot at his institution even
with the fee, so the current proposed solution for Saint Mary’s
sounds like the punch line of
another bad joke. That’s because
there are two key problems with
this plan: the first is that parking
fees would tack on more money
to what is already a costly tuition
bill, and second, creating the parking structure does not actually
guarantee parking for everyone
on campus.
The structure itself isn’t a bad
idea; a new facility with enough
space for everyone would be great,
but as it stands, there’s no certainty that the proposed building
would offer enough accommoda-

THE COLLEGE has already cut down on parking spots for students in order to build their new recreation center. (Tori Stringer/COLLEGIAN)

tion. This fact combined with the
proposed fee is what really makes
it tough to see this proposal as the
best solution to the parking issue
on campus.
According to the College’s website, full-time tuition is a staggering $41,230, a mind-numbing
figure that leaves wallets weeping
campus-wide. Who would want
to pay more money if this added
cost does not guarantee parking?
As a matter of fact, why should
students have to pay for parking
at all?
“I [wonder] if parking can even

get better. [Suppose] there is a fee.
The people that commute would
pay for it, but that still leaves
us in the same situation, except
now people have to pay to park,”
said Eugene Eisenmen, a junior
business major and commuter
student.
Charging students and staff for
parking sounds more ludicrous
once it is noted that the College
has a new recreation center that
is scheduled to open in February
2015 and is “being paid for by
donors,” according to Akayla Kapparo, a Rec Sports representative.

Instead of charging students more
money for a basic necessity such
as parking, there needs to be a
stronger push to raise funds for a
parking structure so that students
and staff aren’t stuck staring into
a black hole when they take a look
inside their wallets.
Until Saint Mary’s can find
a more creative, cost-efficient
solution for the parking debacle,
any attempt to solve the problem
by charging students and faculty
an extra fee is going to sound as
bad as the punch line to a tired,
old joke.

Gaels
Answer…
What do you think
of the new Alioto
Recreation Center?

SHIVANI NAIK

WILL CONABLE

ARIANNA SEGURA

Freshman

Senior

Freshman

“Our facilities we have right
now are really nice, but this is all
together and close to the freshman
dorms, so I’m really excited to
experience the whole thing.”

“I think it’s kind of appalling that we
have a new rec center that’s being
built. For a couple of decades, we
haven’t updated our library, and we’re
supposed to be an institution of higher
learning. We’re saying recreational
needs like a swimming pool and a
workout room are over the institutional,
educational needs of students.”

“I’ve heard there’s a lot of new
equipment going into it and a lot
of new space that will be available
to students, so I’m excited. I’m just
ready not to work out in Madigan
anymore or the Power Plant.”

LAURA MCCARTY

THUY PHAN

JACLYN OLSON

KEVIN LANE

Junior

Senior

Senior

Sophomore

“It looks really cool; I’m excited. I’m
planning on dropping my current gym
membership and using that instead.”

“It’s definitely better than what we
had before. Promoting health and
wellness is always great, but it’s
also an area where students can get
together and work out without having
to go off campus or find other places,
so I think it’s a positive thing.”

“I am excited that they’re putting
something new in, but obviously it
sucks that I’m not going to be able
to take part in it for very long. I
don’t know the situation, if they’re
going to allow alumni to use it, but
I hope they will because I might
be in the Bay Area next year .”

“I think the rec center is great because
it has created such a huge level of
excitement on campus, so just because
of that so many people will be going
and checking it out, and that’s really
going to tie in our community more.”

BY MATT RINGARD
AND ANDREW NGUYEN
In this new feature, The Collegian
presents answers from students
seen on campus related to a central
question. Gaels Answer…

Have your own answer to the question or have one that you want to ask to other Gaels? Email staff@stmaryscollegian.com
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OPINION
Tim Cook, CEO of Apple, comes out in Businessweek Funding at
Because of Apple’s influence, the announcement can have positive effects worldwide
BART is
misused
O
I
BY MATT RINGARD
OPINION EDITOR

n Thursday, Tim Cook, chief
executive officer of Apple,
came out as gay in an essay he
penned for “Businessweek.”
“I’m proud to be gay,” he writes.
“I consider being gay among the
greatest gifts God has given me.”
This makes Cook the first
openly gay chief executive of a
Fortune 500 company. His sexuality has been an open secret for
a while, so his sexuality is not
as surprising as his decision to
publicly acknowledge it — particularly considering his predecessor, Steve Jobs, who was fiercely
secretive about his personal life.
Mr. Cook’s announcement has
been met with sweeping positive responses. Critics, business
executives, and gay rights advocates have praised his honesty,
authenticity, and bravery. While
visibility is arguably always a
good personal attribute, it’s hard
for me to call the coming out of
a white man worth about $400
million an exceptionally courageous event.
He also gives us this assurance: “I will continue to spend
virtually all of my waking time
focused on being the best CEO I
can be.” It reminds me of an essay in “Time” from this summer
by Robert Hanson, CEO of John
Hardy, which was titled “Yep, I’m
Gay, and I’m a CEO—It Doesn’t
Stop Me From Running a Great
Business.” This troubles me
because it seems to suggest that
the main concern is business, as
these men want us to know being
gay isn’t bad for it. The implication, of course, is that it’s okay
to be gay because it doesn’t hurt

BY JAKE LABAY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

APPLE CEO TIM COOK is the first openly gay chief executive of a Fortune 500 company. (Courtesy of Forbes)

the most important thing: profit.
It is validated by being good for
business.
That being said, Tim Cook’s
disclosure is an enormously positive sign for LGBTQIA rights.
The business world — and especially the tech world in which
Cook lives — continues to be a
(white) boys’ club, so that one of
its powerhouses is headed by a
gay man helps to diversify, if only
slightly. Further, while same-sex
marriage has garnered what is
probably unstoppable momentum, workplace discrimination
persists: in 29 states, including
Cook’s home state of Alabama,
it is still perfectly legal to fire
employees on the basis of sexual
orientation.
Even in places where employees are protected by the law,
many choose to not come out at
work, fearing backlash or worrying that it might prevent them

from rising; the pink ceiling does
indeed exist. Like Cook, many
LGBTQIA workers prefer privacy, but more often than not,
it’s because they don’t want to
be somehow controversial. Tim
Cook may inspire more people
to be open at their workplaces,
which, if they are safe environments, is certainly beneficial.
While the United States makes
leaps and bounds in its civil liberties for LGBTQIA citizens, many
other countries remain battlegrounds for the most basic rights.
According to the International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans,
and Intersex Association (ILGA),
78 countries in the world have
criminal laws against same-sex
sexual activity. In five of those
countries, homosexual acts are
punishable by death.
Apple is a global company,
and a huge amount of its profits
come from outside the U.S. The

hope is that its CEO’s coming
out will send a ripple across the
world. Indeed, Cook hopes this,
too, writing, “[I]f hearing that
the CEO of Apple is gay can help
someone struggling to come to
terms with who he or she is, or
bring comfort to anyone who
feels alone, or inspire people to
insist on their equality, then it’s
worth the trade-off with my own
privacy.”
Tim Cook’s essay is most inspiring — and boldest — at the
end, when he declares that Apple
is to be an activist company. Citing the company’s recent support of a workplace equality bill,
Cook writes, “We’ll continue to
fight for our values,” and even
more, “I will personally continue
to advocate for equality for all
people.” Apple’s expansive influence could have great effect on
national and global LGBTQIA
issues. I just hope he means it.

Asexual Awareness Week aims to demystify the identity
Even among
the LGBTQIA
community,
misconceptions
exist about
asexual people
BY GABBY VANACORE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A

sexual Awareness Week is
a campaign movement that
takes place internationally from
Oct. 26 to Nov. 1. This movement
began in 2010 and was founded
by California activists Sarah
Beth Brooks and David Jay. The
two had a goal to raise awareness
and educate the public about the
existence of asexuality by defining the orientation and eliminating the many misconceptions
about it. According to the movement’s website, the week is “an
international campaign that
seeks to educate about asexual,
aromantic, demisexual, and
grey-asexual experiences and to
create materials that are accessible to our community and our
allies around the world.” Huge
controversy surrounds the idea

of being asexual, and this year
is the first year the LGBTQIA
community is observing Asexual
Awareness Week.
The website defines asexuality as a sexual orientation
in which the person does not
experience sexual attraction.
However, many members of
the LGBTQIA community tend
to disagree with the fact that
asexuals even have a real sexual
orientation. Asexuals are currently even more invisible and
outcast than other members of
the LGBTQIA community.
Nevertheless, all these groups
have something in common: at
times they can be misunderstood and discriminated against.
One major misconception is that
asexuality is the same as being
celibate or abstinent. This isn’t
true mainly because celibacy
and abstinence are choices, and
asexuality is not. Unlike other
orientations, most asexuals
have no group to turn to because
asexuality is currently under
the radar.
This leads to a lack of understanding and is why Asexual
Awareness Week is extremely
important to not only support
asexuals but also to invite people
of other orientations to become
allies for the group.
A 2011 documentary called

“ (A)Sexual” featured David
Jay — an asexual activist and
founder of the Asexual Visibility
and Education Network. In the
film he explains, “We live in a
society where everyone kind of
assumes that you’re sexual, and
if you’re not sexual, then you’re
broken.”

Asexuals are
currently even more
invisible than other
members of the
LGBTQIA community.
Nevertheless, all
these groups have
something in common:
at times they can be
misunderstood and
discriminated against.
A common misconception is
that the “A” in LGBTQIA stands
for “asexual,” but this is not always true. Usually, it stands for
“ally” — the people who stand
by these groups in support.
Many activists disagree with
including asexuals in the LGBTQIA group because they are
seen as having no actual sexual

orientation and therefore are
not discriminated against and
oppressed like the other members of the community are.
While the community might
not be marginalized exactly like
other members of the LGBTQIA
community, they still desperately need the support of allies
to overcome the challenge of
invisibility. Sara Beth Brooks, a
strong activist, states, “It’s kind
of a throwback to Harvey Milk’s
‘Come out, come out wherever
you are.’ The more we talk about
it, the more this movement can
move forward. It’s everyone —
people on the asexual spectrum,
as well as allies — who need to
be engaged, changing the way
that society thinks about asexual
people.”
Asexual Awareness Week is
relatively new, and many individuals have no understanding
or education on the subject. In
fact, having no prior knowledge
that this week even existed, I can
easily say that these misconceptions are easy to give into. People
choose not to support what they
do not believe in. However, people also choose not to believe in
what they are not educated on.
Through education, individuals have the ability to become
strong allies for the asexual
community.

n case you haven’t been frustrated enough with the grand
service that the local Bay Area
Rapid Transit (BART) has to offer,
this latest bit of news will leave
you even more irritated. BART has
announced that they will finally be
eliminating free parking in its last
four stations that currently still offer that service. People who travel
through BART at Concord or the
Oakland Coliseum will now have
to pay $1 to park. Although this
may not seem like much, it causes
strain to those who commute daily
to and from work. Is it reasonable
for us to be forced to pay a small
sum of money every time we park
at BART? Judging by the way
BART utilizes their finances for
maintenance and appeasing the
strikes from 2013, I would say that
our money is not being used well.
The uproar from the BART
employees demanding a pay increase as well as medical benefits
resulted in a logistically disastrous
strike. The breakthrough in the
strike happened when two of
the employees died, causing the
transit agency to relent and pay
off the strikers. However, where
is this money coming from? It is
indeed coming mainly from our
own pockets. I believe that this is
unjust not only because working
people were unable to use the public transportation they depended
on, but also because they are now
still paying for the repercussions
of the strike. In an article from the
Huffington Post, a woman who was
asked about the strike’s resolution
commented that “I was hoping,
thank God, that it was going to be
running soon.” She is a commuter
who depends solely on BART to
return to service, and charging
someone like her after taking away
her transportation is unfair.
BART has made various announcements of upcoming improvements, including maintenance of the rail cars and the
stations themselves. Some of these
promises are being implemented,
as they have promised. They have
already completed the new BART
Airport Connector to the Oakland
Airport, and it’s only a matter of
time until they have it up and running. This will greatly help those
arriving at the airport, keeping
them from having to crowd into
a bus to get to and from the Oakland Coliseum BART station to
the airport.
However, in a BART financial
report in 2012, they said that they
would use a portion of finances to
upgrade heating, ventilation and
air conditioning on 110 rail cars.
It’s been two years since that, and
people are still being subjected to
riding the same old stuffy BART
rail cars that have been around
since the 1960s.
The way I see it, BART unwisely
uses the money that they drain
from riders. I do not think that an
increase in parking fees is necessary or fair to us. Either BART uses
the money to improve the traveling conditions that we are being
subjected to, or they need to stop
asking us for more money.
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Artists on the rise
Watch for these up-and-coming musicians from all over the world

by Jose Basulto
Staff writer
Disney Channel stars’ musical
breakthroughs are so yesterday. The
best batch of those talented stars
ended with Hilary Duff/Lizzie McGuire and Aly & AJ, with the excep-

tion of Selena Gomez and everyone’s
favorite Disney star turned walking
controversy: Miley Cyrus. Whatever the case, the music industry is
constantly changing as per usual,
and it is important to be updated of
what is new and hip in 2014; and I’m
not talking about hip-hop.

The hipster scene has swept the
nation in a blink of an eye. Inspired
by the 1940s Jazz age, it was not
until the 1980s and again in the
2010s that the scene was uniquely
put into action. Join the scene and
start listening to some of the coolest
hipster artists on the rise:

BANKS combines cool beats and deep lyrics to produce a transcendent musical experience. (Courtesy of Okayplayer)

BANKS
Jillian Rose Banks is a beautiful woman who grew up in a
difficult family situation. Her
parent’s divorce inspired her to
grow as an artist and express her
feelings and thoughts through
music. Originally from Orange
County, she attended the University of Southern California
and is a member of the Kappa
Kappa Gamma sorority. But this

artist is not your typical blondehaired, ponytail-wearing, gumchewing Starbucks sister. She’s
more of a Kristen Stewart-type
launching into the music industry. BANKS titled her album
“Goddess” and released it Sept.
5, 2014. It captures the perfect
blend of slow, haunting, and
beautiful melodies to accompany her remarkable lyrics.
I loved listening to the track

“Waiting Game” on my way back
from school on a windy spring
afternoon in Paris. This song
was also featured in Victoria
Secret’s Fashion Show.
This lyrical goddess will give
you effortlessly cool beats and
beautiful lyrics to jam to on
your BART or car ride to San
Francisco or Oakland. Don’t
miss out on a fresh, vibrant new
talent in BANKS.

“1989” sets itself apart from all
of Taylor Swift’s previous works.
This is her first official pop album,
but she’s not like all the other pop
artists you hear on the radio currently. No — she pulls inspiration
for her music in this album from
something close to her heart:
1980s pop music. Swift has said
in interviews leading up to the
release of this album that this was
the inspiration for “1989.”
But “1989” has other meanings
behind it. Swift has always chosen
her lyrics carefully so that each
song has layers of meaning to it,
and this album shows that she
has grown lyrically. The overall
themes of the song meanings are
different than in previous albums.
“Red” was a time of heartbreak for
Swift whereas “1989” is the time
after that heartbreak where she
picks herself back up and is happy
with who she is.
The first track of the album is
“Welcome to New York,” which
has a clear influence of 1980s
pop with a modern spin, which
is certainly new and different for
the country-rooted Swift. “Blank
Space” just oozes sarcasm; with
lyrics like “Gotta long list of exlovers / They’ll tell you I’m insane
/ Cause you know I love the players / And you love the game,” it’s
obvious that “Blank Space” is a
piece about how the media talks
endlessly about Swift and how
they portray her. She’s downright
using that to her advantage to
show how ridiculous it is.
There are certain tracks that

could be improved upon because
of redundant chorus lines. For example, “Out of the Woods” repeats
the lyrics “Are we out of the woods
yet?” and “Are we in the clear
yet?” multiple times throughout
the song, one after the other. The
repetition is used to emphasize
the meaning of the song, but it just
gets to be tedious.
Other notable tracks are “Bad
Blood,” “Wildest Dreams,” and
“New Romantics.” Although Swift
hasn’t outright said who the song
“Bad Blood” is about, it’s clear that
a friend of hers put her down and
continually hurt her. “Wildest
Dreams” has layers and layers of
lyrical depth and has a Lana Del
Rey-esque undertone. But according to many fans, the song itself
sounds like a “sex song.” “This
Love” is another track with depth
—even the music in the background and the tone she uses for
certain lyrics emphasizes the incredible amount of meaning. The
song combines feelings of nostalgia, yearning, and heartbreak.
“New Romantics” is reminiscent
of “22” from the last album.
Overall, even though Swift is exploring a new genre, she still manages to set herself apart from the
pop crowd. This isn’t your typical
pop album; it is Swift’s very own
genre that is difficult to describe.
Within the first 24 hours of sales,
“1989” sold more than 600,000
albums and is expected to reach to
1.2 million in sales by the end of its
first week, according to Billboard.
Grade: A
Download: “Clean”

A busy student’s guide to working out
by Evelyn Minaise
ASsistant Culture editor

Popular Parisian DJs Faul and Wad Ad are now spinning tunes in exclusive European clubs. (Courtesy of We Are Dance)

FAUL & WAD AD
Party hardy this holiday season with your friends (gaelectrifyingly safe of course) or
surprise your family by playing
the electronic beats of these hot
Parisian DJs. In 2013, Maxim and
Camil Meyer met at school and

began producing music during
their study breaks. Luckily for
them, it’s paying off. They have
been spinning at all the cool,
exclusive clubs around Europe,
including the famous ZIG ZAG
off the Champs-Elysées in Paris.
Check out the track “Changes,”

which is one of my personal favorites. After releasing their own
deep house style adaptation of
the song “Baby” by Pnau, Faul &
Wad Ad went skyrocketing to the
international charts. This cool
electronic duo has cemented
themselves in the future of EDM.

Los Angeles group SIR SLY, the new hipster Fall Out Boy, have songs popping up in stores and television ads. (Courtesy of Cityist)

SIR SLY
For all the alternative music fans,
grab your headphones and open
up iTunes right now. Sir Sly, like
BANKS, also originated in Los Angeles, and they are quickly becoming the new Fall Out Boy (minus

the emo and more on the hipster
side). Their song “Gold,” remixed
by Betablock3r, has been featured
in a Cadillac advertisement, and
“Found You Out,” which played
all summer at teen store Hollister
Co., has celebrities and magazines

talking about this band nonstop.
They released their debut album,
titled “You Haunt Me” on Sept. 16,
2014. Also listen to “Where I’m Going,” a perfect alternative song with
meaningful lyrics that any college
student can relate to.

Exercise is a common part of
many people’s daily routine for a
variety of reasons. Some do it as a
form of relaxation from the stress
of school and extracurriculars, others to maintain their figure, and for
many it’s a way to bond with friends.
Regardless of the reason, almost
anyone can agree that it becomes
increasingly difficult to work out
the further we get into the school
year and the more responsibilities
we rack up. Fortunately, there are
plenty of ways to strategically work
out in a way that saves time and
maintains your exercise ethic.
Working out between classes
is an easy way to cut corners on
time. Wear your workout clothes
to class, that way you can get to the
gym right before a big gap in your
schedule or after your last class.
Many people do this as a way to not
have to get dressed for class, giving
the illusion that they will or have
already worked out. But don’t make
this a habit—actually go and work
out. You’ll gain some sleep time,
too, by not putting in as much effort
to your morning preparations.
Another way to integrate exercise into your schedule here at Saint
Mary’s is to take a quarter credit
class. There are a variety of exercise
classes you can take that meet a few
times a week, like pilates, African
Dance, or badminton. Whatever
your interest, by squeezing one of
these classes into your academic
schedule, you’ll be positively en-
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Swift switches her song style
by Jennifer Stanley
contributing writer
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couraged to work out and will likely
earn a little GPA boost. The hourlong class can be your workout for
the day. These classes also teach
new ways to work out, so you’ll have
more knowledge of what to do to
stay fit once the class is over.
You can also get in your weekly
workout by signing up for an intramural sport, and it’s also a fun
way to socialize with your friends,
meet new people, and get involved
on campus. You can even practice
the sport with your friends ahead
of time to get some extra workout
time. Competition is also a good
source of motivation, so you might
end up putting in more effort than
you expected.
Also, look online for some great
quick workout series. There are
lots of focused workouts that can
easily be done without machines
in the comfort of your room. You’ll
find many blogs online with video
tutorials, like Blogilates. Follow
Cassey Ho as she leads you through
an accessible workout calendar as
well as healthy meals. People like
her are all over the internet, eager
to share their health successes for
you to try.
When you’re pressed for time,
alternate to harder, more intense
exercises. Be sure to track your
workout levels as you progress so
you know what to focus on as time
goes by. You can always salvage at
least twenty minutes of your day
to get some exercise. Focus on your
goals, find fun ways to accomplish
them, and the time will make itself
available.
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sports
Sports
this week
men’s Soccer

Friday vs. Gonzaga, 2 p.m.
Sunday @ Portland, 1 p.m.
After a last-minute loss against
San Francisco, the Gaels look
to rebound against Gonzaga
and Portland. Saint Mary’s beat
Gonzaga 1-0 earlier this year,
but dropped a contest against
Portland 5-1 at home earlier this
year.
Women’s Soccer

Saturday @ Santa Clara, 1
p.m.
After a tie against No. 15 BYU,
the Gaels dropped a close contest, 3-2, on Senior day against
San Diego. The Gaels look to
rebound away from home versus
Santa Clara University.
Women’s volleyball

Thursday @ BYU, 6 p.m.
Saturday @ San Diego, 12 p.m.
Volleyball heads to Provo, Utah
to take on the Cougars, and
then down to sunny Southern
California to face off against the
Toreros.
Cross Country

Saturday @ Doc Adams in
Davis, 8 a.m.
Rowing

Saturday @ Head of the Lagoon Regatta in Foster City,
8 a.m.

Volleyball loses in straight sets against tough Pacific squad
By Dimitri Quaglierini
assistant sports editor
Last Saturday, the University of
Pacific Tigers came into McKeon
Pavilion having won four straight
matches. Pacific is a strong team all
around and continues to impress
with an overall record of 19-5 with
an 8-3 record in conference. The
Gaels were outmatched in all three
sets, losing by final scores of 25-20,
25-22, and 25-16. Natalie Loos and
Samantha Tinsley led the way for

Saint Mary’s with 12 kills each and,
in addition, junior Dallas Dodd
totaled 24 assists. The Gaels gained
some momentum early in part to
Loos’ strong effort, but Kat Schulz
led the Tigers with 13 kills. In both
the first and second matches, the
scores were close as the Tigers and
Gaels continued to go back and
forth in scoring. Alexis Salmons
and senior Loos led the offensive
charge for the Gaels early, as Loos
recorded four of the first six points.
As the Gaels took a 6-4 lead, Pacific

dominated by taking 11 of the next
12 points, taking a demanding 15-7
lead midway. Two clutch hits from
Katy Tagart and Kimmy Whitson
helped the Tigers win the set by a
final score of 25-20. From there,
Pacific did not slow down, proving
they are a legitimate contender
in the West Coast Conference.
Similar to the first set, the second
set started off close, but an 8-2
run by Pacific put them in control.
Saint Mary’s fought back showing
toughness and tenacity as they

continued to cut into the Tigers’
lead, one point at a time. As the
second match came to an end, the
Gaels were within two points, but
Pacific held on to win it 25-22.
Unlike the first two sets, the third
set was all Pacific as they led 17-12,
and the Gaels’ efforts to strive for
a comeback were unsuccessful.
Saint Mary’s will look to change
their luck with a vital matchup
against 12th ranked BYU on Thursday and then continue their road
trip at San Diego on Saturday.

Men’s soccer loses heartbreaker with a last-minute penalty kick
By Daniel Conmy
sports editor
San Francisco, with first year
head coach Eddie Soto, continues to find success in the WCC.
In a nail-biter at Saint Mary’s
Stadium, the Gaels faltered in
the last minute and lost 2-1.
San Francisco started the scoring early in the first half with a
Mitchell McPartland goal that
bent around the diving Andre
Rawls into the top right corner. Will Kendall had multiple
chances to score in the first
half, but the Dons defense was
able to stop the shots before
they reached goalkeeper Chase
Hauser. The Gaels and Dons
were tied at halftime with both
shots and shots on goal.
The second half started off
quickly for San Francisco, as
they put pressure on Andre
Rawls, but they were not able
to find the back of the net. Saint
Mary’s responded off a corner
kick in the 58th minute when
Will Kendall finally found the
back of the net. But the goal was
waved off because Max Mirner
was called on a penalty while
going up for the ball. The score
remained 1-0 for the majority of
the match, but the Gaels were
finally able to push through in
the 89th minute. Riley Hanley
scored off a deflection near the

Max Mirner goes up for a header in the box against a USF defender. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

edge of the goal box. The ball
shot off of Chase Hauser and
into the top left corner of the
net. The Gaels were primed and
ready for overtime, but disaster
struck less than a minute later.
San Francisco made one last
late push into the box, and Austin Allison and the Dons attacker
fell. Head referee, Jesus Cisneros, called a penalty kick with
36 seconds left to play. Senior
Danny Kirkland knocked the

ball into the back of net, with
Andre Rawls diving the opposite
way of the shot.
Saint Mary’s drops to 1-2-0 in
conference, while San Francisco
improves to 3-0-0 and keeps
their lead in the conference.
Saint Mary’s continue to spread
the scoring wealth, as Riley
Hanley is the 13th Gael to score a
goal this year. Injuries have been
an issue all year, and it seems to
finally be catching up with them.

Senior day was scheduled for
Sunday afternoon, but there
were complications for Santa
Clara and their opponent on Friday afternoon. Santa Clara was
supposed to take on University
of Pacific, but the field they were
supposed to use was deemed
unplayable. So, the game is now
rescheduled for Nov. 13. The
Gaels need to get back into the
win column to have a chance for
the WCC title.

College football comes out with its first 4-team playoff bracket
By Kevin Brown
staff writer
For the first time since 1997,
college football will not utilize
BCS rankings to determine bowl
match-ups and championship
contenders. The new system,
called the College Football Playoff, will take the place of the old
BCS which consisted of a series
of computer algorithms to complement human votes.
The new system (CFP) consists
of a committee with unparalleled
football acumen, equipped with
statistics and game footage to
make unbiased selections. The
committee issued its first set
of rankings on Oct. 28 and will
re-issue them every Tuesday
for the following five weeks. At
that point, the committee will
make final decisions and pick the
four-team playoff, in addition
to organizing bowl games for
the other 21 teams in the top 25.
In terms of coming up with the
rankings, collegefootballplayoff.
com states that the committee
will consider: “win-loss records,

strength of schedule, conference
championships won, head-tohead results and results against
common opponents.” The site
also states that it will use data
analytics to compare teams
at every level and will not use
popular single data statistics including the Ratings Percentage
Index (RPI).
As for the teams who have
a chance to make it into the
four-team playoff, let’s start
with the top team in Mississippi
State. The Bulldogs have looked
strong all season behind their
starting quarterback and Heisman candidate Dak Prescott.
Coach Dan Mullen led the Bulldogs to three consecutive wins
over top ten opponents earlier
this season as they beat a then
number eight LSU on the road,
a then sixth seeded Texas A&M,
and a number two Auburn. The
remainder of their schedule is
daunting, though, as they travel
to currently ranked number six
and four Alabama and Ole Miss,
respectively. They will most
likely lose one of those games,

considering how tough it is to
win on the road in the vaunted
SEC, but should still end up in
the top four given their elite
strength of schedule.
Current number two Florida
State has rallied in several close
wins this year as they look to
repeat as champions of college
football. Quarterback Jameis
Winston has come under a lot of
scrutiny given his off-field issues
and needs to play better than he
did in Thursday’s win against
Louisville, in which he threw
three interceptions. Turnovers
from Winston will likely decide
the fate of the Seminoles, even
with a weak schedule in the ACC.
Sitting in the third spot in
the first set of rankings, Auburn
will most likely supplant Florida
State in the second issue of the
CFP rankings after a 35-31 win
over number four Ole Miss. Ole
Miss also lost star wideout Laquon Treadwell for the season
to a broken leg on a near-touchdown late in the game. Though
they still must travel to Tuscaloosa to face Alabama on Nov. 29,

the Tigers will have a good shot
at making the four-team playoff.
Continuing with the Crimson
Tide, Alabama should make
it into the top four either this
week or next given Ole Miss’
loss to Auburn. With games
against LSU, Mississippi State,
and Auburn still on the schedule,
Alabama will likely compete with
the Oregon Ducks for the fourth
and final spot in the playoff.
It may come down to the last
game of the season for Alabama
as they face Auburn in the Iron
Bowl. They still may not get in
given the Ducks’ three remaining
games against lesser opponents;
only number 17 Utah is in the
top 25 as of Oct. 28. Should both
teams win out, Alabama will
probably move into the fourth
spot, but not without loud boos
from Eugene, Oregon.
After all, the critiques of the
new playoff system may mirror
the cries we heard from teams
who felt snubbed in the BCS
rankings since the fifth team
will be left out of championship
contention.
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sports
Madison Bumgarner, Hunter Pence ring in a Giants dynasty
San Francisco
claims third
World Series in
5 years before a
stunned Kansas
City crowd
by Dean Boerner
staff writer
In one of the unlikeliest World
Series matchups in recent major
league baseball history, the San
Francisco Giants outlasted the
Kansas City Royals in a thrilling,
tumultuous seven-game marathon of a series. Prior to the playoffs, neither team was regarded
by baseball pundits as a serious
contender, and for good reason.
The Royals and Giants both failed
to impress for most of the season,
posting only the 7th and 9th best
records in baseball. Nevertheless, both clubs squeaked into
the playoffs via the Wild Card
game and never looked back.
Despite doubts surrounding the
legitimacy of these two squads,
their play against the best teams
in baseball should have removed
any questions regarding their
ability. They dominated their
heavily favored opposition on the
way to the Fall Classic, combining
for a ridiculous 16-2 postseason
record. In the end, the Giants, led
by Madison Bumgarner, had just
enough to come out on top in a
very close game 7 victory.
Games 1 and 2 were split between the two teams with the
Giants dominating the opener
behind strong performances
by Bumgarner and right fielder
Hunter Pence. After Kansas City
took game 2, the series headed
back to San Francisco tied 1-1.

The San Francisco Giants celebrate theri third World Series victory in five years in a stunned Kauffman Stadium. (Courtesy of Galleryhip.com)

In San Francisco, the Giants responded to a tough game 3 loss
by handily taking games 4 and 5.
Game 4 featured an unexpected
offensive showing by the Giants.
They erupted for 11 runs on 16
hits in their route of Kansas
City. Game 5 was just as impressive from a pitching standpoint.
Bumgarner continued his historic World Series dominance by
completing the first World Series
shutout since 2003, and the Giants won 5-0 to take a 3-2 series
lead. The series then headed back
to Kauffman Stadium for game 6.
With their backs against the wall
and in front of their raucous home
crowd, the Royals responded with
a 10-0 game 6 victory to force
game 7.
Both teams headed into game
7 with most of their key pitchers ready to go. The difference,
though, ended up being Madison

Bumgarner. After the Giants
jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the
2nd inning on a pair of sacrifice
flies by Mike Morse and Brandon
Crawford, Kansas City quickly
responded in the bottom half of
the inning by scoring two runs of
their own and knocking Giants
starter Tim Hudson out of the
game. The game stayed 2-2 into
inning four thanks in part to Giants reliever Jeremy Affeldt. But
in the top of the 4th the Giants
pulled ahead 3-2 on an RBI single
by the designated hitter Morse.
The rest of game 7 and the series
would belong to Bumgarner, and
he would not disappoint. Coming off two days rest following
his 117-pitch, game 5 shutout,
Bumgarner once again carved
his way through the K.C. lineup.
In 5 innings of relief, the Giants
ace allowed only two hits, struck
out four batters, and recorded his

first career save to complete the
Giants unlikely championship
season.
The Giants victory gives them
a remarkable three World Series
championships since 2010, and
without a doubt elevates them to
the level of a baseball dynasty. By
winning three titles in a five year
span, the Giants did something no
National League franchise had accomplished since the 1942-1946
St. Louis Cardinals. In an era of
expanded playoff fields and free
agency, sustained dominance
is all the more impressive. The
argument has been made that
regular season importance has
been diminished by the apparent faultiness of the MLB playoff
format. While it’s true that the
most talented teams don’t always
win the World Series, that doesn’t
mean it’s not the most deserving
and best team holding the trophy

at season’s end. Regular season
records and numbers are often
misleading due to differences in
competition. Widely-favorited
playoff teams like the Angels,
Dodgers, and Nationals are definitely good, but a significant portion of those teams’ regular season records are inflated by beating up inferior, last place competition. Those three teams in
particular had especially skewed
numbers against teams with sub.500 winning percentages, having
the best records against the weakest teams in baseball. The teams
that play to their competition, like
the Giants of recent even years,
have been shown to play the best
postseason baseball. After another long, hard fought season of
MLB, Bochy, Posey, Bumgarner,
Sandoval, and the Giants once
again find themselves on top of
the baseball world.

Saint Mary’s ties No. 15 BYU, lose late against Toreros on Senior Day
By Dimitri Quaglierini
Assistant Sports Editor
Last Thursday, the women’s
soccer team defied all odds by
coming to a draw with WCC powerhouse BYU. Currently, BYU is
ranked 12th in the country with
an overall record of 13-3-3 and
7-0-1 in the WCC. That lone tie
is to Saint Mary’s, as the Gaels
should be very proud of their
hardworking efforts. Although
the Gaels are currently near the
bottom of the standings, they continue to push through the always
strong WCC. When asked about
the BYU game, Head Coach Kai
Edwards responded, “Today was
an unbelievable effort. Credit to
BYU, one of the best in the nation.
It was a collective defensive effort
today against two of the NCAA’s
best strikers.”
Defensively, Saint Mary’s was
led by Valerie LaForge and goalkeeper Stephanie Busch who
tallied 10 saves on the day. This
draw put an end to BYU’s 11-game
winning streak, which proves
how strong-willed this Gaels
squad truly is. In the 12th minute, the Cougars struck first with
a goal from Marissa Nimmer.
In the 30th minute, the Gaels

Jessica Castillo, Stephanie Busch, Crystal Shaffie, and Vicki Shimkus at their last home game. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

evened it with a goal from Vicki
Shimkus and assisted by both
Valerie LaForge and Samantha
Dion. The visiting Cougars outshot the Gaels 31-4 for the game
and 11-1 on goal, in addition to a
12-1 advantage in corner kicks.
Saint Mary’s came out with intensity and showed passion as
they played collectively well as
a whole together. They were not
intimidated by a dominant BYU
squad and it proved to be a huge
step in the right direction for the
lady Gaels.
As the Saint Mary’s women’s
soccer season dwindles down,
the team’s senior day occurred

this past Saturday. The Gaels
played a 9-7-2 overall University
of San Diego team who has won 5
of their last 6 matches. Although
the Gaels lost by a final score of
3-2, they played a diligent game
throughout. San Diego scored in
the 82nd minute to break a 2-2 tie
as Tara Meier’s shot from 20 yards
away rolled just past goalkeeper
Stephanie Busch to ultimately
seal the deal for the visiting Toreros. Samantha Dion and senior
Vicki Shimkus provided the spark
for the Gaels offensively scoring
each of the two goals respectively.
Although the Gaels lost a tight
game to division rival San Diego,

the focus of the day was on the
four seniors who played their last
career home game as Gaels. This
season, senior Jessica Castillo
impressed with 2 goals and 8 assists as she led her teammates
on and off the field. As a sophomore, Castillo appeared in all 20
matches, while making 8 starts.
Castillo possessed a .462 shots on
goal percentage. Jessica Castillo
continues to be a hard-working
individual as she has led and
mentored this young Gaels team
throughout the season.
In the 2014 season, goalkeeper
Stephanie Busch finally got her
chance to shine. In 6 games thus

far, Busch possesses a solid 1.20
goals against average to go along
with 33 saves on the year. Busch
has been a bright spot for the
Gaels in goal this season and look
for her to continue her success
in her final game at Santa Clara.
Crystal Shaffie, a transfer from
powerhouse and defending national champion UCLA, is finishing up her degree at Saint Mary’s.
In her first season with the Gaels,
Shaffie has collected 2 goals on
the season and is a primary leader
on the team.
Lastly, senior Vicki Shimkus
has been a leader throughout her
four years at Saint Mary’s. Shimkus continued her dominance as
she led the Gaels with 5 goals and
3 assists. She earned the West
Coast Conference honorable
mention after scoring two clutch
goals against rival Gonzaga. As a
junior, she recorded 1 goal and 3
assists on the season.
As the 2014 season comes to an
end, senior captain Vicki Shimkus
collected 5 goals and 7 assists with
21 shots on goal. Shimkus helped
the Gaels in all categories as she
was a great teammate on and off
the field. The Gaels will miss these
four seniors, as they have contributed a lot to the team.

